KRATOS - GRIP DESCENDER INSTRUCTIONS

For your safety, comply strictly with the instructions for use, verification, maintenance and storage. George Taylor & Co. cannot be
held liable for any direct or indirect accident occurring as a result of use other than provided for in this notice; do not use this
equipment beyond its capabilities!

LABELLING

1. CE Certification and N˚of the Body Control
2. Serial number
3. Manufacturers name
4. Model number
5. ‘How to put the rope’
6. Rope dia / Standards

DEPENDING ON THE ROPE DIAMETER

USE AND PRECAUTIONS
The self-locking descender is a personal protection equipment. It must be assigned to only one user (it cannot be used by
more than one person at a time –except for rescue work, which is a case of exceptional circumstances). The self-locking
descender is designed to be used for a descent along a work rope, or exceptionally to rescue a second person. This
equipment must therefore be reserved only for use by experts trained in these techniques. Regardless of the descender
technique used, make sure during the use that the connector is properly positioned in the descender; pulling forces must
be applied to the connector only along the large axis. The user must wear gloves. Make sure that the rope end is always
properly tied to prevent any risk that it unintentionally leaves the descender at the end of the rope – this will prevent
serious injuries and even death.

IN ORDER TO SIMPLIFY THE READING OF THE
DRAWINGS, ONLY THE LOWER PART OF THE
HARNESS IS REPRESENTED. THE FALL
PROTECTION SYSTEM (SAFETY ROPE + FALL
ARRESTER) IS NOT REPRESENTED EITHER; IN
PRACTICE, THEY SHOULD BE USED JOINTLY
WITH THE DESCENDER.

INSTALLATION OF THE ROPE IN THE DESCENDER
See figure 1, steps a, b, c.
2 pictograms on the product also show how to properly install the rope.
Main functions: Depending on the position A-B-C of the handle (1), the descender will be locked = A-C; or unlocked =
descent = B.

Use in descent (device onboard):

Tie the descent rope to an anchor point (EN795) R> 15kN. Attach the descender to the ventral point of the suspension
harness (EN361- EN813) using the connector (EN362).
Make sure that the descender and its rope are properly installed (to be done before each use). Make sure that the rope
moves correctly in the descender by pulling on it with the handle in position B. To prevent any risk of falling from a height,
check slippage. Also, make sure that the descender is locked when the handle is in position A or C.
Once the check operations are completed, install yourself in the descent position.
You can now descend with the handle in position B; your other hand must firmly hold the rope below the descender. The
device allows a descent at a speed of 2 m/s max. You can adjust this speed by applying a more or less strong pressure with
your hand on the rope below the descender and by pressing more or less on the handle (1).

Warning
During a long descent (or at high speed), the device gets hot due to the rubbing of the rope in it. The rope must descend at
a moderate speed of 1m/s to prevent the descender from heating excessively, which would cause a rapid wear and tear on
the descender and the rope.
At any moment, if you release the handle in position A, or if you press firmly on it in position C, the descender will
automatically lock on the rope.

Use in descent (device secured to an anchor point): The
descender can be used upside down. In this case, another
person will actuate the descender. The device will be used
(same handle positions A-B-C) like in descent.
Warning: d uring a long descent (or at high speed), the device
gets hot due to the rubbing of the rope in it. The rope must
descend at a moderate speed of 1m/s to prevent the
descender from heating excessively, which would cause a
rapid wear and tear on the descender and the rope. At any
moment, if you release the handle in position A, or if you press
firmly on it in position C, the descender will automatically lock
on the rope.
Usage in rescue work (device onboard):To be used only in case
of exceptional circumstances. The device will be used (same
handle position A-B-C) like in descent. See the figure to the
right showing how to position properly the people.

The total allowed weight on the descender must not exceed 200kg.
Warning: y ou will be 2 people hanging on the fall arrester. In this case, the descent speed must be much more controlled
and in any case less than 1 m/s.
No load impact is tolerated during this type of use. The rescue worker should attach the victim to the connector of the
descender with connectors, lanyards, etc.

Warning
Some medical conditions may affect the user's safety. If in doubt, contact your doctor. Ensure that the general
arrangement limits swinging in the event of a fall, and that the work is done in such a way as to limit the risk and the height
of a fall.

Before each use, check the descender is in working order: inspect visually to confirm that it is clean, not misshapen, not
oxidized, and free of abrasive or sharp parts likely to damage the rope. In addition, make sure that the axes are secured,
the handle returns to the closed position without locking, and the markings remain visible. In case of deformation or if in
doubt, the descender must be withdrawn from service.

TECHNICAL DATA
Material: Aluminum.
Weight: 350 g

SUITABILITY FOR USE
The device is used with a fall protection system such as defined in the descriptive data sheet (see standard EN363). A
harness (EN361) is the only body gripping device that may be used. It can be dangerous to create one's own fall protection
system in which each safety function can interfere with another safety function. Thus, before using the system, refer to the
usage recommendations of each component of the system.

NEVER USE THE DESCENDERS WITH METAL WIRE ROPES. A DESCENDER WITH ITS WORK ROPE
CANNOT BE CONSIDERED AS A FALL PROTECTION SYSTEM.

SERVICE LIFE
Service life of the product is 10 years (in accordance with the annual examination by a competent person authorized by
KRATOS SAFETY), it is linked to a variety of factors, such as frequent or incorrect usage, climatic conditions (humidity,
frost and ice), strong stresses, exposure to heat sources, ageing, exposure to chemical agents, etc. The more you take care
of your equipment, the longer it will last. However, we recommend replacing your equipment at least every 10 years.

CHECKING
The equipment must be systematically checked if in doubt for a fall and at least every 12 months by the manufacturer or a
competent person authorized by him to confirm its resistance and therefore the user's safety. The descriptive data sheet
must be filled in each time the product is checked.

MAINTENANCE AND STORAGE
(Instructions to be strictly respected)
During transport, keep the equipment away from any sharp part and protected in its packaging. Clean with soapy water,
dry with a dry cloth and hang it in a naturally ventilated area away from any direct fire or heat source, as well as any
elements that became wet during their usage. Bleaches and detergents are strictly prohibited. The equipment must be
stored in a temperate, dry and ventilated area in its packaging protected from sunlight, heat and chemical products.

